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World War II pilot Leonard Porter of Overland Park holds a portrait of himself and his crew. His voice still breaks when he recalls visiting 
the men he rescued: “They said I saved their lives. And I guess we did. But | sure wasn’t expecting all that crying.” 


At 96, WWII pilot tells 
rest of the story about 
daring rogue rescue 


BY DONALD BRADLEY 
dbradley@kcstar.com 


Leonard Porter comes out of 
a back room of his apartment 
carrying an old newspaper 
story. 

He’s 96, lean and fit in new 
sneakers. He points to a line on 
the yellowed page. The Kansas 
City Star, Feb. 19, 1945: “Typ- 
ical of the youngsters softening 
up the Bonins is a tall blonde of 
23 years who has had 28 mis- 
sions.” 

“That’s me,” Porter says 
softly. 

One day during World War 


II, he was sitting in a tent on 
Saipan when the flap waved 
open and a reporter stuck his 
head inside. 

It was Alvin McCoy, a Star 
reporter who eight years later 
would win a Pulitzer Prize for 
uncovering some political she- 
nanigans. But on that day in the 
South Pacific, he was working 
on a story about the bombing 
runs on the Bonins, an island 
group that includes Iwo Jima. 

How about that for luck — 
clean on the other side of the 
world McCoy stumbles upon a 
bomber pilot from back home, 
a guy who had sat at the soda 
fountain at Katz Drug. 


Porter gave McCoy what he 
wanted. He told him about 
flying through heavy anti-air- 
craft fire, trying to find a target 
obscured by smoke and drop- 
ping bombs to soften up de- 
fenses before the Marines land- 
ed. The story, with the headline 
“Plainsmen Do A Job,” ran 
front page, just below the fold. 

But Porter didn’t tell him 
everything. He left out the best 
part because it was more, say, 
personal initiative than scripted 
mission. He hadn’t asked per- 
mission first for fear he would 
be refused. 

And it’s that part of the story 
that makes his voice break 


today. 

Low on fuel, plane shot to 
hell and a thousand miles from 
a safe landing, he’d put his 
B-24 and crew at extra risk to 
go on a rescue mission. He 
asked his men if it was OK with 
them. They were all young. 
Scared and brave above a 
churning ocean and a world at 
war, they told him to go. 

Porter dropped the bomber 
out of formation and they went 
looking for a bunch of guys just 
like themselves who were in 
trouble. 

They had little chance of 
finding the other bomber. The 
sky is a big place. 

But then came a jubilant cry 
and, later, tears of joy from 
bandaged men that the war 
that had claimed so many 
would not get them. 

Now, 72 years later, Porter 
does not care that his actions 
that day may not have been by 
the book. A widower living 
alone in Overland Park, he 
settles into a favorite chair. He 
figures it’s time the folks back 


SEE RESCUE, 9A 


Chance of rain 
49°/36° See 2B 
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Spending 
by former 
lawmaker’s 
PAC raises 
questions 


BY JASON HANCOCK 
jhancock@kcstar.com 


JEFFERSON CITY 

When former Missouri House 
Speaker Tim Jones decided it 
was time to shut down his cam- 
paign committee, he transferred 
more than $650,000 his donors 
had given him over the years to 
a political action committee 
called Leadership for America. 

Since it was formed last year, 
the committee has donated 
$22,000 of that money to va- 
rious Republican candidates in 
Missouri and given roughly 
$38,000 to a handful of char- 
ities. 

But it’s also spent roughly 
$5,000 in recent months at golf 
resorts in Missouri, Arizona, 
Colorado and Tennessee, as 


SEE PAC, 2A 


INMATES IN WORK 
RELEASE PROGRAM 
GOING MISSING 


At least 24 inmates were 
unaccounted for outside the 
facility, and a correctional 
counselor said she faced 
retaliation after shedding 
light on the misconduct. 3A 


AREA MEDICAL 
PRACTICE FILES 
FOR BANKRUPTCY 


Kansas City Internal 
Medicine P.A. has operated 
offices in Overland Park, 
Lee’s Summit and Kansas 
City. 6A 
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3 DEAD IN TRIPLE 
SHOOTING FRIDAY 


A man and two women 
were fatally shot in a house 
at 17th Street and Chelsea 
Avenue. 4A 


Alabama Senate 
candidate vehemently 


denies sexual misconduct 


ATES Cope WH 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER 
AND DAVID WEIGEL 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

Alabama Senate candidate 
Roy Moore denied any sexual 
misconduct in a radio interview 
with Sean Hannity and said he 
never knew Leigh Corfman, the 
woman who accused him of 
initiating sexual contact when 


don’t know Miss Corfman from 
anybody,” said Moore. “The 
allegations are completely 
false. I believe they’re politi- 
cally motivated.” 

When pressed by Hannity, 
Moore said that he knew sever- 
al of the other women who 
spoke to The Washington Post, 
which published the allegations 
Thursday, but did not “remem- 


W e bii s 
NATHAN MORGAN Washington Post file photo 
Republican senators have called on Roy Moore, seen here in 
Florence, Alabama, to withdraw from the Senate race in Alabama if 


she was 14 and he was 32. “I SEE MOORE, 2A allegations of sexual misconduct are true. 
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